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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the amendment filed 4/24/2009. 

2. Claims 1-17 and 19-21 have been examined and are pending in the 
application. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-14 are allowed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 15-17 and 20-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Mitchell U.S Patent No. 5,903,278. 

As to claim 15, Mitchell teaches a computer-implemented method that facilitates 
access to a diagram comprising: 

employing a control to access a diagram (Fig. 5 and associated specification); 

and, 

storing at least one shape element contained by the diagram (human shapes, 

Fig. 5), 
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wherein each shape is directly linked to a domain specific language elements 
that the shape represents thereby facilitating manipulation of a domain specific 
language instance model via the diagram (lines 37-46 column 6). 

As to claim 16, Mitchell further teaches the control maintaining state information 
associated with the diagram (lines 28-30 column 6). 

As to claim 17, it is a computer product claim of claim 15. Therefore, it is 
rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 5 above. 

As to claim 20, Mitchell teaches a computer-implemented diagram system 
comprising: 

means for storing at least one shape element in a diagram (human shapes, Fig. 
5), the diagram and/or the shape element being responsible for painting themselves 
(lines 2-17 column 8) and responding to a user interaction (lines 47-67 column 6); 
means for accessing the diagram (lines 37-46 column 6); and, 
means for maintaining state information associated with the diagram (lines 28-30 
column 6), 

wherein at least one shape element having a child shape element (human 
shapes, Fig. 5). 

As to claim 21, Mitchell teaches a method for diagramming comprising: 
managing presentation elements comprised of diagrams and shapes in a same 
context as correspondingly depicted design elements of a diagram on design surface in 
an object model diagramming system to avoid synchronization issues of mirrored 
presentation and design classes (lines 22-46 column 6); 
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providing an object model application programming interface comprising a single 
diagram control for the design surface (lines 37-46 column 6) that maintains state 
information associated with the diagram by capturing events (lines 28-30 column 6); and 

rendering shapes of the diagram that are responsible for painting themselves 
(lines 2-17 column 8) and for responding to user interaction via a user interface (lines 
47-67 column 6), making implementation very light weight and independent of any 
specific diagram (lines 11-28 column 3). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



5. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mitchell in view of Bennett U.S Patent No. 7,068,290. 

As to claim 19, Mitchell teaches a computer readable medium storing computer 
executable components of a diagram system comprising: 

a diagram component that stores at least one shape element (Fig. 5 and 
associated specification); and, 
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an application program interface component that includes a control that facilitates 
access to the diagram (lines 37-46 column 6), the control maintaining state information 
associated with the diagram (lines 28-30 column 6). 

Mitchell does not teach the use of a graph object employed for hittesting for 
testing a shape that has been user dropped by dragging. 

Bennett teaches (Hittest, column 11) a graphical system having a Hittest object. 
It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to have modified Mitchell reference to include the teachings of Bennett 
reference because by using a Hittest object, the system could monitor user's mouse 
movement, as disclosed by Bennett. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but are moot in view of the 
new ground(s) rejection. 

Applicant's arguments presented issues which required the Examiner to further 
view the previous rejection. The Examiner conducted a further search regarding the 
issues mentioned in Applicant's response. Therefore, all arguments regarding the cited 
references of the previous rejection are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andy Ho whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-3762. A 
voice mail service is also available for this number. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng An can be reached on (571) 272-3756. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIM) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or' Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2100. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Or fax to: 

• AFTER-FINAL faxes must be signed and sent to (571 ) 273 - 8300. 
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• OFFICAL faxes must be signed and sent to (571 ) 273 - 8300. 

• NON OFFICAL faxes should not be signed, please send to (571 ) 273 - 3762 



/Andy Ho/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2194 



